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Many uncertainties haunt the field of journalism today — among them, how we can reach -
our audience, build public trust in our work, and who is going to pay for it all. But one thing is certain:
as complicated and dark as the world loo-9+ks today, it would be much worse if journalists were not
there to report on it.

Research shows that towns that have lost sources of local news tend to suffer from lower
voter turnout, less civic engagement and more government corruption. Joumnalists are essential just as
nurses and firefighters and doctors are essential.

And to continue to have journalists, we need to make their journalism education free.

This might sound counterintuitive given the state of the industry. Shrinking revenue and
decreasing subscription figures have led to a record number of newsroom jobs lost. Much of the local
news industry has fallen into the hands of hedge funds focused on squeezing the last drops of revenue
out of operations by decimating them. Billionaires who appeared as saviors just a few years ago have
grown tired of losing money on the media organizations they bought. Public frust in the value of news
is at historical lows, while a growing percentage of people are avoiding the news altogéther.

Generative artificial intelligence, which is on the verge of reshaping almost everything
around us, is bringing yet another technological disruption to the industry. Against this grim backdrop,
authoritarian leaders are increasingly targeting journalists as political enemies both at home and abroad.
(rFRg)

No matter how the news industry evolves, we will continue to need journalists. Successful
business models for media are necessary, but the most crucial element for strong, independent
journalism is the people who make it. Given the present stakes in the industry, our society and the
world, we need mission-driven, imaginative news leaders who are not bound by the models of the

past, who have the motivation and freedom to reimagine the field, and the empathy and commitment

to serve the public interest, undaunted by attacks and threats.

(LA &)
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