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Postmodernism and its Radical Critique: In the 1980s, anthropology appeared to challenge dominant trends in
other fields by embracing postmodernism, which sought to dissect and challenge the political implications of
ethnographic practice, particularly its ties to colonialism. Some even suggested that anthropology might be
irredeemably compromised due to its colonial history. E 5210 /=

Transformation in Teaching: The postmodern critique influenced teaching methods, with many introductory
courses beginning with critiques of past anthropological practices, from the Victorian era through the 1950s. This
shift often portrayed anthropology as fundamentally flawed. While it seemed radical, the critique had significant
drawbacks. fc 511052

Blunting Anthropology’s Political Potential: The critique's effect was to diminish anthropology's political potential.
It simplified the discipline's complex social possibilities into oversimplified catchphrases, making it easier for
outsiders to dismiss the discipline as inherently illegitimate. This limited anthropology’s ability to contribute
meaningfully to global discussions on human possibilities at a critical time. B2 5220 52

Focus on Colonialism While Ignoring Other Power Structures: Postmodern critiques mainly focused on
colonialism, ignoring other forms of domination, such as economic power, corporate influence, and state coercion.
For instance, the postmodern movementdid not address the IMF-imposed structural adjustments across the Global
South during the 1980s and 1990s. it 5220 =

Failure to Address Contemporary Issues: Although the postmodern critique highlighted colonialism, it did not lead
to greater awareness of contemporary issues. When the US invaded Iraq and Afghanistan in the early 2000s,
anthropologists were recruited to assist the military, yet professional organizations like the American
Anthropological Association did not take a strong stand against such collaborations, which contrasted sharply with
the more principled stance of the 1960s. B2 5120 5=
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