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Hasegawa Tenkei was one of the most influential propagandists in the naturalistic cause. (1)His column reached a large,
literate audience through the magazine Taiyd (The Sun), which also contained an English-language supplement, the Sun Trade
Journal (later, The Taiyo), offering political and economtic—and some cultural and social--news to foreign businessmen
stationed in Japan. The nearly religious fervor that Tenkei brought to his preaching in the Japanese part of the magazine did
not deter one “Japonicus” from summarizing the development of naturalism for his foreign audience in the Sun Trade journal

as follows, under the title “Literature and Zeit-Geist”:

A change, almost to be called a revolution, is taking place in the current thoughts and ideas, in fact in the entire
intellectual life of the Japanese. In religion, in literature, in its principles and aspirations, the nation is about to throw
away the whole of old cants and grasp new ones {sic}. (2)This is an age of transition and metamorphosis, of revolution
and epoch-malking, of progress or retrogression, ~—a crisis or climax in the inner life of the people, in the belief and
sentiment of the individuals who constitute the rising nation of the Far East, whose destiny is still an unknown quantity
and an enigma to the world in general.

The war with Russia has resulted in a great change in the political status of Japan. She has risen to the position of a
power and commands some sort of admiration and dread of other countries. (3)The Western Powers do not now view us
in the same licht as before the Russo-Japanese War, This change in the external affairs of Japan is so evident to all
observers that it hardly needs any further comment.

(4)But as for the internal life of Japan, a change, even more important and more interesting than the political, has been
taking place hitherto unnoticed by the West. :

The most conspicuous feature of the spiritual transformation of Japan is the rise of the literary school styled
shizenshugi. This word has been variously translated into English. Literally, it is “natural doctrine™; so it was translated
“paturalism.” (5)In_essence, however, the docirine is nothing more or less than Zola's realism. Writers of this school
declare that their aim is to depict the human being as it is:; to represent the world in its true light; to trample down all
false conventions in search of the truth. With such profession of technical aspiration, the literary market for the last one or
two years has been flooded with fiction depicting human nature in its most brutal, realistic, sensual aspect. In short, in the
name of naturalism, realism, or what other nomenclature that shizenshugi may obtain, extremely fleshly novels, calculated
to excite the lower senses of young men and women, were profusely published, and some of these were officially
prohibited sale as injurious to public morals. . .. .

Shizenshugi has so strongly appealed to the weak points and natural propensities of young people that, if it were
untenable as a literary doctrine, it has become a strong factor in the mental life of the Japanese nation. (6)Probed to the
bottom, it is nothing but the worship of nudity. Had the worshippers of nudity limited their activities to the sphere of art
and literature, the evil would not have been so preat, But in Japan, the doctrine was carried a step further and was put into
practice by many young people inclined to novel-reading. Shizenshugi writers were bad, but the shizenshugi practitioners
are worse. Combined, they brought about a period of moral degeneration and social retrogression in the history of Japan. .
.. It is interesting to note that this tendency is essentially the direct result of the war with Russia. . . .
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Jay Rubin, “Injurious to Public Morals”, University of Washington, 1984, pp.66—67
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