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Wildlife commons: Collective management through hunting

Even the world’s wildlife can be considered a kind of commons. In the United States, where herds of
elk and other important species were in serious decline a century ago, management has worked to
develop common property solutions to problems of overhunting. Historically, since such animals
were wide-ranging and the property of no single landowner, they could be hunted with impunity,
leading to population declines in the late 1800s. Current systems of management in states like
Montana utilize many of the principles of common property design. Limits are placed by the
government on the number of hunters and the number of hunting licenses in any given year based
on extensive monitoring of game populations. Preferences for licenses are given to residents of the
state. While the overall limits are set by officials, all the rules are overseen through a collective
review process that includes Montana hunters themselves. The result is a system where a potential
“open access” resource is made into “common property” by 1) excluding some potential outside users,
2) establishing rules and limits, and 3) reviewing and overseeing these rules through consultation

with resource users themselves. Versions of this system are in place across the United States.

Reference:
Robbins, P., Hintz, J., & Moore, S. A. (2014). Institutions and the commons. In Environment and society:
A critical introduction (2nd ed., pp. 49-64). John Wiley & Sons. [Excerpt quoted verbatim]

(1 ./ 5}




fil i 2

BADANDRBAMERIZSH Y . HEHFRRICL 2BFETOHENBSENATWES, ZhicH
LTUTORBRWIETE LR E N,

1. AAEDPBRRICRIET LEZ BNATEDEE S ADRELIR L &V,

2. FBMAHRRIZL Y BESBPNEDTHRAT RERSIIEVEEIONAIMBELRBELLR
Sy,

(2 / 5 )




filH 3

17 A ) A MEFRERT (USCG) IZ LA HER FICRBITAKOoHFERLTWD, ®1EBH|C
L. UTFOBwWo2TEzREW,

1. 1P TV 5 & 5 IC ik Eoyokidx BBincam LTcwa, [7 K] [Pleas
LDETD3IONHERY, 2FICEDLFEVREVIRIZENSORIZIERTEZ RSV,

WK, RFK, KA

2. FIO R EER L, RML2ED D Z L THIRHTE 2 KRE~DHBEHRICOVTH
IRl |

3. MBERKMOEMRIKREICHLTE LT LBESNIMBERIZOVTIE~LR S,

oY
KK 350 1.3% rJ

N

HhER SR D 7K IR
B 1. #ER BT AKOSHE

H#—U.S. Geological Survey, Water Seience School (2019).

https://www. usgs. gov/special—topic/water—science—school based on Shiklomanov, I. (1993). World freshwater

resources Water in Crisis: A Guide to the World s Fresh Water Resources ed PH Gleick.
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Adapted from The New York Times, November 30, 2025.
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