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(1) Simulating and evaluating future events are ubiquitous mental processes, and it is this ability

that draws human beings into the future. We are doing research into an unconventional, even
outlandish, approach to prospection: a science of being called into the future. Feeling or believing
that one has been called by the future is not an uncommon human experience. Moses’s Burning
Bush is the paradigm case. But many of the rest of us have had such experiences. (2)_ When

Gallup asked respondents if they have had a “profound relisious experience or awakening that

changed the direction” of their life. 41 percent of Americans agreed that the statement

“completely applies to them.” Thirty to forty percent of people feel they have a calling. I, it

should be said, number myself among them. Even without a numinous experiences, many
successful people across history have claimed that they were “Men of Destiny.” Further, these
experiences can be life changing and it is not uncommon for people to reorient their entire lives

in the wake of one. (3) The secular approach is that numinous experiences are merely efflorescent

products of a Darwinian brain. Evolutionary theorists see the hand of group selection at work

here. Religious inspiration, undauntable high purpose, magnificent undertakings' bind, and
unshakeable convictions tune and galvanize the group. (4) Dreams. fantasy, and mental intrusions

outside the confrol of consciousness may be some of the mechanisms that subserve calling.

Hence their presence and the brain mechanisms that subserve them are selected for. The ground

of these experiences, however, is a benign illusion.

Moses’s Burning Bush : [A#7EE: [BIMHF] 125 3, & —E5HEHE 218 6 88T

Numinous experience * FFFEFETINGE
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In most parts of the world and for an extended period the proponents of palliative
care, on the one hand, and of euthanasia or assisted dying, on the other, have been
locked in disagreement. The mid-twentieth century founders of the modern
approach to hospice and palliative care were almost universally opposed to
euthanasia on both moral and strategic grounds, and this stance has largely
continued over time. First, the palliative care protagonists argue that it is not the
role of medicine to intervene in order to end life. Second, and over time, they
maintain that where comprehensive palliative care is available, then requests for an
assisted death will be unlikely to occur or can be ameliorated. ...

By contrast, the arguments in favor of assisted dying tend to be based on secular
principles that often include a ‘rights’ element. First among these is autonomy, the
principle of ‘self-authorship’ of one’s life, and of one’s death. Second is the more
neo-liberal connotation of ‘choice’ within the healthcare system, which should
include not only treatment and care options but also the determination of when, how
and where we die. Beyond these two principles, supporters of assisted dying also
argue pragmatically that palliative care cannot be effective in every case and is not

a universal solution to all end of life care needs.
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