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When researching the politics, economy, society, culture, development, or religion of a given
country or region, it is important to consider the international relations and global
environment surrounding that country or region, as well as the direct and indirect influences
exerted by foreign actors. These influences can have both positive and negative aspects and
are often reciprocal.

Select a case related to your research interests—in the country or region you are interested
in—from the fields of politics, economics, society, culture, development, or religion, and
explain the impact of international influences on that case.

In your answer, first (1) introduce a case study from the country or region you are
researching, and then (2) explain the international influences at play in that case. Next, (3)
summarize your thoughts on the significance of taking international relations and

international influences into account when conducting area studies.



